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EDITORIAL

Mediterranean ecosystems are spatially diverse and temporally dynamic systems that are subject to excessive 
human interference. Diversity of the Mediterranean landscapes lead to complex landscape management issues 
that decision makers should deal with. It also attracts scientists to use new tools and employ new techniques to 
understand these landscapes. For these and many other reasons Landscape Research Society (PAD) in Turkey 
decided to hold a Landscape Ecology Congress with a main topic “Understanding Mediterranean Landscapes: 
Human vs. Nature”. The Congress took place in Antalya, Turkey, in October 2014 with 85 participants from all 
over the Mediterranean basin. Few contributions from outside the Mediterranean basin were also present during 
the event. IALE, IALE Europe and Society for Conservation Biology supported the event.

In response to call for papers, we received over 90 submissions from 17 countries. 62 papers were accepted 
and they were presented during the Congress. During the post-congress period scientific committee selected 
8 papers for possible publication in JME. Finally, 6 papers were selected for publication in this special issue. 
Cases from Turkey, Italy, Tunisia Israel, Cyprus, and Romania were selected to represent a wider geographical 
coverage and diversity.

Many colleagues contributed to the success of this issue. I take this opportunity to thank all authors for their 
submissions. I am indebted to reviewers for their valuable time and effort to review papers in a timely fashion. 
Last, but not least, I am also indebted to Professor Almo Farina for providing this opportunity.

Prof. Dr. Hakan Alphan
Çukurova Üniversitesi Peyzaj Mimarlığı Bölümü

Department of Landscape Architecture
01330, Balcali, Adana, Türkiye
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